
 

 

 
CHIEF COMPLAINT:  Followup chronic kidney disease. 
 
INTERVAL HISTORY:  The patient's chronic kidney disease 
remains stable.  His hypertension has been well controlled. 
 
REVIEW OF SYSTEMS:  GENITOURINARY:  Negative for 
flank pain, hematuria, or obstructive symptoms. 
 
PHYSICAL EXAMINATION: 
GENERAL:  He is awake and alert in no acute distress. 
VITAL SIGNS:  Show blood pressure of 121/69, respirations 
20, and pulse 85. 
LUNGS:  Clear bilaterally. 
CARDIOVASCULAR:  Regular rate and rhythm. 
ABDOMEN:  Soft. 
EXTREMITIES:  Show no peripheral edema. 
 
LABORATORY DATA:  Laboratory information shows BUN 
of 24, creatinine of 1.3, and potassium 4.1.  Hemoglobin 10.1. 
 
IMPRESSION: 
1. Chronic kidney disease, which is stable. 
2. Hypertension, which is well controlled. 
3. Multi-factorial improving anemia. 
4. Diabetes with good glycemic control 
5. CAD s/p CABG. 
 
PLAN: 
1. Continue Procrit. 
2. Continue current blood pressure medications unchanged. 
3. Continue to monitor electrolytes, fluid balance and renal 
function while in house. 
 
 
 

E/M  History Exam MDM Time 

99231 PF PF SF/Low 15 

99232 EPF EPF Mod 25 

99233 Det Det High 35 

(Requires 2 out of 3 key components) 

The E/M service documented is a 
level two hospital progress note.  

99232 

Exam Bullets Required 

PF 1 - 5 from any organ systems 

EPF 6 - 11 from any organ systems 

Detailed ≥ 12 from any organ systems 

Comp 2 bullets from NINE  systems 

MDM Prob. Pts Data Pts Risk 

SF ≤ 1 ≤ 1 Min 

Low 2 2 Low 

Mod 3 3 Mod 

High ≥ 4 ≥ 4 High 

Requires 2/3 dimensions 

 

History HPI ROS PFSH 

PF Brief None None 

EPF Brief ≥ 1 None 

Detailed Ext 2 - 9 1/ 3 

Comp Ext ≥ 10 3/3 

E/M Insight Case of the Week 
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Peter Jensen
E/M Insight
This HPI (or interval history) comments on the status of two problems.  The 1997 E/M guidelines state that commenting on three or more problems is required to qualify for an extended HPI.  It is generally accepted that commenting on less than three problems (as we do here) would qualify for a brief HPI.

Peter Jensen
E/M Insight
One clinically relevant system is reviewed.

Peter Jensen
E/M Insight
This exam contains six bullets.  One bullet each for commenting on the general appearance of the patient and documenting three vital signs, one for auscultating the lungs, one for listening to the heart, one for a brief abdominal exam and one assessing the lower extremities for edema.

Peter Jensen
E/M Insight
You get one data point for reviewing OR ordering labs.

Peter Jensen
Problem Points
You get one problem point for each of the problems being addressed here (they are all stable or improving).  This adds up to five problem points.

Peter Jensen
Data Points
You only get one data point for reviewing and/or ordering labs.

Peter Jensen
Level of Risk
This encounter qualifies as being of moderate risk based on the presence of two stable chronic illnesses.

Peter Jensen
E/M Insight
Every encounter requires a chief complaint in writing.

Peter Jensen
E/M Insight
In this example, all three key components qualify, even though only two out of three are needed for this type of encounter.

Peter Jensen
E/M Insight
The history documented qualifies as being expanded problem focused.  We have a brief HPI, one ROS and that's it.  You don't need any elements of PFSH for this type of history.

Peter Jensen
E/M Insight
Six bullets are documented.  Therefore this qualifies as an expanded problem focused exam.

Peter Jensen
E/M Insight
In this example, we have four or more problem points, one data point and moderate risk.  Therefore, since only two out of three dimensions are needed, the level of MDM complexity is moderate.

Peter Jensen
Text Box
$64.76

http://www.cms.hhs.gov/pfslookup/02_PFSsearch.asp?agree=yes&next=Accept
Peter Jensen
E/M Insight
This is the Medicare allowable fee in Florida.  To check the rate in your area, click on the fee shown in red and enter the appropriate information into the CMS fee search engine.

Peter Jensen
E/M Insight Tips
This level of care is often over-documented.  Even this example, could be considered somewhat verbose.  For example, I could have limited the physical exam to the documentation of three vital signs and we still would have attained this level of care based on the qualifying history and MDM.

Peter Jensen
Purchase of CD-ROM
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